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EDITORIAL 
The Seminar on General Topology and Topological Algebra at the Mechanico- 
Mathematical Faculty of Moscow University has been active for some years. It ran 
for some time at the end of the sixties and started again at the end of the seventies. 
Its main goal is to promote the ties of general topology with different areas of 
topological algebra, in particular with the theory of topological groups and with 
the theory of linear topological spaces. This seminar contributed much to the 
development of C, theory, to the theory of free topological groups and to the study 
of topological invariants of topological groups and topological fields. 
Many young topologists started their research at this seminar as young students 
and by now are quite well known to the topological community by their results. 
Among them are M.M. Coban, B.E. Sapirovski, V.I. Malychin, M.G. TkaEenko, 
V.V. Uspenskii, V.V. Tkacuk, D.B. Shakhmatov, O.G. Okunev, E.A. Reznichenko, 
D.P. Baturov, O.V. Sipacheva and others. Important results were announced at the 
seminar by S.P. Gul’ko, I.V. Protasov, V.I. Arnautov. 
This issue contains some of the more important results presented at the seminar 
during 1988/89 academic years. Many of them deal with different aspects of the 
theory of topological groups (O.G. Okunev, O.V. Sipacheva and M.G. TkaEenko, 
D.B. Shakhmatov). For example, Okunev describes in detail an important method 
of constructing M-equivalent topological spaces, i.e., spaces with topologically 
isomorphic free topological groups, and Shakhmatov proves that ind G = dim G for 
every totally bounded topological group G. Reznichenko develops a new topological 
approach to the study of convex important sets and the spaces of extreme points 
of such sets. Coban and Attia’s paper is concerned with dimension problems in the 
theory of compactifications, and Baturov shows that one cannot prove in ZFC that 
every dense normal subspace of the product of separable metric spaces is collection- 
wise normal. 
I believe that the publication of this issue will permit English speaking topologists 
to obtain the information on some interesting new results in general topology much 
more quickly than if articles of the issue were published first in the Russian language 
and in different journals. Perhaps this practice should be continued. 
In any case the issue allows one to feel the special flavour of the research in 
general topology and topological algebra at Moscow University, with its particular 
traditions going back to the times of P.S. Alexandroff and P.S. Urysohn. 
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